SEXPERTAD

| want to ICE-up my interior and | don’t want any defects. What do | need to know aboui

RTA ENG|NEER|N§ynatory John Varetimidi&
of Consulmotive inspects modified vehicles every (;ay,
including their interiors. Seating, instrumentation, steer:ng
wheels, seat beltssound systemsre-trimming and visua;

displays all come under the Consulmotive microscope. E

L]
FFis there a point during an audio install where the warning bell could star; to
ring, defect-wise? .

JV: Interior modifications such as sound systems and visual display units o;m be
fitted to most vehicles without any major modifications. Sound systems —:Nhen
fitted — may not directly affect any Australian Design Rule (ADR) although,:when
modifications are carried out to install stereo components, they may affeo:t the

structural rigidity of the body.

Like door skins and parcel shelves, for instance?
When additional speakers are fitted to the rear parcel shelf of a vehicle: any
additional cut-outs to the body will directly affect the integrity of the body, incll;ding
seat belt anchorages, child restraint anchorages and — in extreme cases — :1ffect
the vehicle’s resistance to impact in a collision.

Do you look at that too when you're inspecting a modified car for compliance’
Most late-model vehicles are designed to very stringent sazety
standards to meet compliance with ‘ADR 69/00 Full Frontal Ir;pact
Occupant Protection’, ‘ADR 72/00 Dynamic Side Impact Occ;pant
Protection’ and ‘ADR 73/00 Offset Frontal Impact Occupant Prote;tion’.
These Design Rules will be directly affected when any structural modifications are
carried out to the vehicle. .
Installing speakers in the side doors which require any structural modificazions,
for instance, will affect the side impact safety standards and ADR 29/00 Side Door

Strength. Rear speakers in the parcel shelf may impose on access to ADR 34/00

INTERVIEVGreg Conway

Chile Restraint Anchorages. All vehicles manufactured
since approximately 1977 are required to have provision
for one (1) child restraint anchor point per adult rear
seating position.

_I_I
_I_I
What about if want to fit speakers in other locations? ;U
If you are considering fitting additional speakers you
should install speakers that do not require any structural B
modifications to the body work and do not obstruct @
access to the Child Restraint Anchor Points.

How about those pop-oliFTs or TV screen head units?
Visual Display Units? Yes, when VDUs are fitted they must
meet the requirements set by ‘ADR 42 General Safety
Requirements’. ADR 42 specifies a few guidelines for the
installation, location and visibility of any television and
Visual Display Units.

In general, the unit must be securely fixed to the vehicle
to ensure it can withstand the forces of impact. The unit
must not obscure the driver’s vision and not obstruct
driver or passenger movement within the vehicle.
The unit must also be located in a position which will not
increase the risk of occupant injury.

Also, any Visual Display Unit which is not used as a
driver’s aid, such as a navigation system, and is purely
for entertainment, must be installed so that no part of
the screen or display is visible from the normal drivers’
seated position.

NEXT ISSUEENgine conversions and the new NCOP
— Don't miss it!

There are many Australian DesiBules (ADRs) which cover interior modifications and these may be either directly affected or contravened if you don't use either ADR-approved components or comply with the ADRs when installing.
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