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JOHN VARETIMIDIS is on a special 

Australian Automotive Aftermarket  Association (AAAA) 

review committee looking at the Federal Government’s 

Department of Transport and Regional Services (DOTARS) 

proposed new Draft National Code of Practice for Light 

Vehicle Construction and Modification (NCOP). 

What are some core areas of concern regarding the 

engineering of light vehicle modifications?

Key areas of change include engine conversions, with 

respect to proposed changes to a vehicle’s power-to-

weight ratio; they’re looking at outlawing the installation 

of coil-over dampers in road cars with customised rear 

ends, like 4-link rear ends in older-model cars;  as well as 

six-point roll cages, which are quite common in rally, drag 

and hillclimb cars.

Surely the aftermarket industry has a right of reply on 

these mooted changes to existing legislation?

They (DOTARS) are not allowing much in so far as 

being ‘open to engineer’s discretion’ with this new code. 

Presently, in certain areas, an engineer can evaluate a 

vehicle and judge it on its merits. We can check crucial 

aspects like drivability, braking performance, dynamics 

et cetera, and then issue the vehicle’s owner with an 

Engineer’s Certificate. Now, in some areas, they’ve just 

said, ‘not acceptable’.

So will a modified light vehicle owner still be able to 

obtain an Engineer’s Certificate once this new Code of 

Practice is enacted?

All modified vehicles, when they’re presented to an 

authorised engineering signatory like myself for 

inspection, will require that we go online and log the 

certificate in an active database to confirm that we 

have inspected the vehicle. There will no longer be a 

paper certificate. At present we have triplicate forms 

– one for the owner, one for the registry and the other 

is retained by the engineer for their records. NCOP 

provides that there will be a series of codes: every 

section of vehicle modification, like engine; transmission/

driveline; suspension; steering and so on, will have 

codes. And that code will pertain to what category of 

modification they’ve performed. There might be three 

(3) categories of engine mods, such as “LS1” which will 
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be changing the engine altogether. “LS2” will be adding a turbo or supercharger, 

and “LS3” will be fitting optional engines available from the manufacturer.  

In place of a certificate will be a compliance plate. In other words, each vehicle 

has to be endorsed with a compliance plate that the owner will have to affix to their 

car. So I have to nominate the codes for the plate and produce the plate, which 

could be metallic or some sort of security label.

Will police just look at this ‘plate’ when conducting a roadside inspection?

Let’s say you’ve modified your wheels and tyres. A police officer inspecting your 

vehicle might look and see a plate, issued by Consulmotive, stating that you’ve 

changed them from the factory fitment. Say you’ve had your car engineered, for 

example, to run seventeen-inch alloy wheels with 235/45/R17 tyres. Well there will 

just be a code, and the code won’t have that 235/45/R17 written alongside it, so 

the officer in question will just see a code saying you’ve had the wheels and tyres 

changed but won’t know what the new engineered size is. The current Engineer’s 

Certificates outline these details in categories, such as any changes to the wheel 

track; what wheels and tyres have been fitted; the manufacturer names of both the 

rim and tyre and so on. So that’s all clear, whereas – with the proposed NCOP –  the 

compliance plate simply has a code on it and that’s all there is. So it could get a 

little bit messy in that area.
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A new federal code is set to shake 
our industry up like a bumpy back 
road. FF speaks with New South 
Wales RTA Engineering Signatory 
John Varetimidis of Consulmotive 
about its pending implications

Aftermarket wheels and 
tyres could pose problems 
during a roadside police 
inspection.


